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THREE QUARTER-TONE PIECES
by Charles Ives (1874-1954)

Of the three short pieces that I've composed
with the use of quarter-tones, the first and last were
originally intended for a quarter-tone piano, two
keyboards, and for one player.

The first movement, Largo, is primarily diatonic,
using quarter-tones as passing-notes or suspensions
and quarter-tone chords as extensions or variants,
though the middle section is of quarter-tone chord
extensions.

The second movement, Allegro, for two pianos,
one tuned a quarter-tone sharp, is mostly inade of
rhythms contrasted or “split” between the two
pianos. From a pure quarter-tone harmonic stand-
point it doesn’t amount to mnuch.

The last is a “Chorale” playcd by two pianos as
it stands written for one piano; there is very little
doubling. It attempts to work along the pure
quarter-tone harmonic lines outlined in the second
section of this paper, and is based principally on a
primary and secondary chord. A cantus firmus,
taken by the upper voice in the coda, is made of a
phrase in quarter-tones going to one in half-tones
and ending in whole tones, while the harmonic plan
remains throughout on a quarter-tone basis.

Charles Ives



EDITOR’S PREFACE

The quarter-tone relationship between the two pianos may be ac-
complished by one of two methods. Ives suggests that one piano be
tuned a quarter-tone higher than the other. This procedure is not
looked upon with favor by piano technicians. They prefer to take
one piano down a quarter-tone. If this latter procedure is adopted,
the part written to be played by the quarter-tone higher piano should
be played by the piano at normal pitch, while the part written for
the normal pitch piano should be taken by the piano tuned down
a quarter-tone.

A number of rather unique ensemble problems result from the sud-
den availability of double the number of tones and harmonic aggre-
gates within the octave, not forgetting the fresh sonorous and color-
istic possibilities which Ives also explores. The problems will admit
of easier solution when it is remembered that Ives originally con-
ceived the first and the third pieces of this set for a single performer
seated at a piano with two keyboards tuned a quarter-tone apart.

GEORGE PAPPASTAVROU



Three Quarter-tone Pieces

for Two Pianos

CHARLES IVES
ed. by George Pappastavrou
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